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ABOUT US

MATCP is a 501c4 nonprofit, founded by the first drug and sobriety 

court members. The first drug court in Michigan was started in 

Kalamazoo County Circuit Court.

The Michigan Association of Treatment Court Professionals 

(MATCP) was founded in 1996 and held its 1st annual conference 

for treatment court personnel in 1999. In 2022, MATCP's 22nd 

Annual Conference in Lansing, Michigan attracted over 800 

treatment court professionals from across the state.

MATCP provides training through its annual conference, Upper 

Peninsula training, and other educational events; serves as a voice 

for treatment courts in the state and federal legislature; and works 

with the public and private sectors on educating and advancing 

treatment courts and other criminal justice and substance 

use/healthcare reforms.



MISSION

The mission of the Michigan 

Association of Treatment Court 

Professionals (MATCP) is to provide 

leadership to treatment courts in the 

State of Michigan.

GOAL

Our goal is to advance the cost savings 

and lifesaving philosophies of treatment 

courts: this model of justice succeeds 

where traditional probation and jail 

sentences have not.



2023 – 2024

MATCP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President: Hon. Jocelyn Fabry, Sault St. Marie Chippewa Tribal Court

Vice President: David Wallace, Chief Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, Huron County

Secretary: ​Hon. Carrie Fuca, 41B Veterans Treatment Court Presiding Judge

Treasurer: Mark Witte, Executive Director, OnPoint (formerly known as Allegan County Community 

Mental Health Services)

Past President: Alma Valenzuela, Director of Probation & Community Corrections, Ottawa County



2023 – 2024

MATCP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
John Andrews, Michigan Association of Substance Abuse Coordinating Agencies (retired)

Jamaine Atkins, Certified Peer Recovery Coach, Growth Works, Inc.

Alexandra Black, Court Administrator, 52-1District Court, Oakland County

Hon. Robert Cooney, 86th District Court, Grand Traverse County

Hon. Linda Davis (ret.), Families Against Narcotics (F.A.N.) Executive Director

Sheila Day, LMSW, Truism Center

Hon. Susan Dobrich* (ret.), Cass County Probate Court

Hon. John Hallacy, 37th Circuit Court Presiding Judge, Calhoun County

Barbara Hankey*, Oakland County Director of Public Services

Hon. Shannon Holmes, 36th District Court Presiding Judge, Wayne County

Hon. Susan Jonas (ret.), 58th District Sobriety Court Presiding Judge, Ottawa County

Hon. Karen Khalil, 17th District Veterans Court Presiding Judge, Wayne County

Andrea Krause, Prosecuting Attorney, Montcalm County

Shelly McFarlane, Defense Attorney, Genesee County Adult & Juvenile Recovery Courts

Hon. Maureen McGinnis, 52nd District Court Presiding Judge, Oakland County

Hon. Geno Salomone* (ret.), 23rd District Sobriety Court Presiding Judge, Wayne County

Erin Schroeder, Asst. Public Defender, Ingham County Public Defender's Office

Hon. Patrick Shannon (ret.), Tribal Prosecutor, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians

Carol Smith, Behavioral Health Director, Catholic Human Services (retired)

Robert Steinhoff, Prosecuting Attorney, Alger County

Brian Wagner, Montcalm County District Court Administrator

* Former Board President



TREATMENT 

COURTS

SAVE LIVES

REDUCE 

CRIME

AND SAVE 

MONEY

SAVE LIVES

• The average success 

rate for Adult & Juvenile 

Drug/Sobriety Treatment 

Courts is 69%.

• Drug /Sobriety Treatment 

Court graduates with 

ignition interlock devices 

achieved an average of  

360 days of consecutive 

sobriety while in the 

program.

• 89% of Juvenile Drug 

Court participants were 

able to improve their 

education level (i.e., 

successfully advanced to 

the next grade).

REDUCE CRIME

• 89% of Adult Drug /Sobriety Court 

graduates in Michigan remain 

arrest-free at least 3 years after 

leaving the program (comparison 

members had more than 3x the 

recidivism rates than treatment 

court graduates).

SAVE MONEY

• Drug Courts save as much as 

$27 for every $1 invested.

Sources: from State Court Administrative Office 

FY2021 

Problem-Solving Courts 

Annual Report

& National Association of Drug Court Professionals

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496434/siteassets/reports/psc/pscannualreportfy2021.pdf
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496434/siteassets/reports/psc/pscannualreportfy2021.pdf
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496434/siteassets/reports/psc/pscannualreportfy2021.pdf
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496434/siteassets/reports/psc/pscannualreportfy2021.pdf
https://waynecountypa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/933/National-Drug-Court-Facts-PDF?bidId=#:~:text=Drug%20Courts%20return%20%242.21%20for%20every%20%241%20invested,up%20to%20%2413%2C000%20for%20every%20individual%20they%20serve.2


Source: State Court Administrative Office 

FY2022 Problem-Solving Courts 

Annual Report

What are 

Treatment Courts?

Referred to as Problem-Solving Courts by 

the State Court Administrative Office 

(SCAO), the administrative arm of the 

Michigan Supreme Court (MSC)

SCAO has a Problem-Solving Courts 

division and a MSC justice is assigned as a 

PSC-liaison

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496627/siteassets/problem-solving-courts/annual-reports/msc_psc_fy2022_final.pdf
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496627/siteassets/problem-solving-courts/annual-reports/msc_psc_fy2022_final.pdf
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/496627/siteassets/problem-solving-courts/annual-reports/msc_psc_fy2022_final.pdf


What are Treatment Courts NOT?

• They are NOT separate Courts!  They are specialized 

dockets that Judges at both the District Court and Circuit 

Court-level maintain in addition to their normal civil and 

criminal dockets.

• Not all Specialty Courts are Treatment Courts – there 

are a number of specialty court programs throughout the 

state (e.g., Human Trafficking Court in Washtenaw 

County; Baby Court in Genesee County; Job Court in 

Genesee, Marquette, and Wayne Counties) that are not 

treatment courts – treatment courts are concerned with 

both crimes involving drugs/alcohol and/or crimes 

committed by individuals with a SUD and/or mental 

health disorder.



The Defendant

Is referred to as the Participant in a Treatment Court.

Treatment Courts accept those with High Risk/High 

Needs – not everyone charged with a substance use 

offense is eligible for or should be in a treatment court 

(in fact, national research shows that those with low 

risk and/or low needs can be detrimental to the HRHN 

participants).
“[M]ixing participants with different levels of risk or need in the same 

treatment groups or residential programs has been found to increase crime, 

substance use, and other undesirable outcomes, because it exposes low-risk 

participants to antisocial peers and values (e.g., Lloyd et al., 2014; 

Lowenkamp & Latessa, 2004; Lowenkamp et al., 2005; Welsh & Rocque, 

2014; Wexler et al., 2004).

Generally, a participant has already been convicted of 

a crime and is sentenced to intensive supervision by a 

treatment court.

https://www.prainc.com/risk-need-responsitivity/


The Team

The team meets 

weekly to 

discuss 

participant 

progress –

referred to as 

team meetings 

or staffings.



The Team – Participating Judges



Participant Services
Integrate alcohol and other drug treatment services with justice system case-processing.  

Examples of rehabilitative services include:

• Drug testing

• Outpatient treatment

• Medication for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)

• Case service planning

• AA/NA/Smart Recovery/12 Step Programs

• Peer Recovery Coaches

• Therapy

• Trauma-based care

• Child Assessment & Treatment

• Parenting classes

• Sober interactions & activities

• Education assistance

• Job training/assistance

• Housing assistance

• Physical/dental/health care

Services should be more than 

simply satisfying a checklist –

they need to be individualized to 

the needs of the participant. 



The Phases

Typically, treatment court programs 

follow three separate Phases.  Each 

phase lasts approximately 4 months, 

with most program completions 

occurring between 12-18 months 

(sometimes longer depending on the 

needs of the participant). 

During Phase I, participants are 

meeting with their probation officer and 

appearing before the judge weekly.  As 

a participant moves through the 

phases, services continue but they may 

not have to appear in front of the judge 

as frequently.

Completion of a treatment court 

program culminates in a graduation.
Hon. Susan Jordan & participants during 

Jackson County Adult Treatment Court 

graduation.

Hon. Shannon Holmes & 

participants during 36th District 

Court, Wayne County Treatment 

Court graduation.



from State Court 

Administrative Office 

Problem-Solving Courts 

Website

Of the 2,482 participants 

discharged from a drug or sobriety 

court program in FY2021, 

67% 
Successfully completed the 

program

208
Total # of MI 

PSCs

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/administration/court-programs/problem-solving-courts/
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/administration/court-programs/problem-solving-courts/


137
Total # of 

Drug/Sobriety 

Treatment Courts

Hybrid DWI/Drug = 64

DWI = 35

Juvenile Drug = 10

Adult Drug = 11

Family Dependency = 8

Tribal Healing-to-Wellness = 9

Page 1 of 5

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a2b47/siteassets/court-administration/best-practices/psc/drugsobrietycourts.pdf


43
Total # of 

Mental 

Health 

Treatment 

Courts
Adult = 35

Juvenile = 8

Page 1 of 2

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a2b47/siteassets/court-administration/best-practices/psc/mentalhealthcourts.pdf


28
Total # of 

Veterans 

Treatment 

Courts

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a2b47/siteassets/court-administration/best-practices/psc/vtcs.pdf


Certification of Problem-Solving Courts

In 2013 and 2015, the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) published the “Adult 

Drug Court Best Practices Standards Volumes I and II,” which have been a blueprint for how treatment 

courts should operate to improve outcomes for offenders with SUD or mental illness. 

Drawing heavily from these manuals and their resources, SCAO collaborated with the Michigan 

Association of Treatment Court Professionals in 2016 to determine which best practices for Michigan’s 

drug courts were required in order to achieve the level of certification, and subsequently published the 

“Michigan Adult Drug Court Standards, Best Practices, and Promising Practices” in March 2017. 

In 2018, SCAO developed and published the required best practices and standards for veterans treatment 

courts and mental health courts. 

To certify a court, SCAO’s team of PSC analysts conduct a process evaluation of programs to ensure 

operations adhere to all required best practices and standards. Prior to the pandemic, analysts conducted 

on-site evaluations of each court, spending one to two days with the team, but evaluations are now 

conducted via Zoom. PSC analysts observe courtroom procedures and staffing meetings, conduct 

interviews with all team members, review policy and procedures manuals and other materials, and 

evaluate program data. 

An official report containing SCAO’s findings and operations that do not meet best practices or standards is 

sent to the court. Teams are given time to revise any necessary program operations, and once in 

compliance, they are officially awarded certification for four years. Courts that are awaiting their official site 

visit are granted provisional certification until their programs are officially reviewed. As of September 30, 

2020, 55 drug courts had received certification. In addition, 7 veterans treatment courts and 7 mental 

health courts became certified. To view the standards and best practices manuals for each type of PSC, 

please visit courts.mi.gov/PSCresources. * * From SCAO FY 2020 Problem-Solving Courts Annual Report

Certification of 

a MI treatment 

court required 

to receive state 

grant funding.

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4aa42e/siteassets/reports/psc/msc_psc_fy2020_final.pdf


Certification of Problem-Solving Courts

BEST PRACTICE

Drug courts enjoy significantly greater reductions in recidivism and significantly 

higher cost savings when all of the above-mentioned team members regularly 

participate in staffing meetings and hearings.

(Carey, Mackin & Finigan et al., 2012)

STANDARD

The drug treatment court shall cooperate with, and act in a collaborative manner 

with, the prosecutor, defense counsel, treatment providers, the local substance 

abuse coordinating agency for that circuit or district, probation departments, and, to 

the extent possible, local law enforcement, the department of corrections, and 

community corrections agencies.

MCL 600.1070(3)

https://npcresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/Best_practices_in_drug_courts_20122.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(vyxz2vnptz152tsprbd020l3))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-600-1070




Public Partners
Michigan Department of Attorney General

Michigan Department of State

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

Michigan Department of Corrections

Michigan State Police

Office of Highway Safety Planning

Michigan State Housing Development Authority 

Michigan Supreme Court

State Court Administrative Office

Michigan Judicial Institute 

Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan

Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan

Michigan Judges Association

Michigan District Judges Association

Michigan Probate Judges Association

Michigan Sheriffs’ Association

Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police

Community Mental Health Association of Michigan

Michigan State Medical Society 

National Association of Drug Court Professionals

National Center for State Courts

Center for Court Innovation

Center for Children & Family Futures



EDUCATION
Additional training:

• Travels annually to the U.P. to present 

to treatment court professionals from 

the U.P. and upper-lower peninsula.

• Conducts regional trainings at the 

request of courts in Mt. Pleasant, 

Saginaw, Taylor, Lincoln Park and 

more.

We are available for informal meetings, 

community presentations, or a more 

structured training.

MATCP 23rd Annual 

Conference

February 28 – March 1, 2023

DeVos Place, Grand Rapids, 

Michigan

Visit matcpconference.org for 

more conference information

MATCP Annual 

Conferences bring 

together between 

800-900+ 

professionals from 

around the state.

Conference topics 

include: drug 

trends & testing; 

assisted-outpatient 

therapy for mental 

health needs; 

MOUD;  trauma-

informed practices; 

motivational 

interviewing; use of 

peer recovery 

coaches; treatment 

court fundamentals, 

and more!

https://www.matcpconference.org/


RESOURCES

Available for download on our website, matcp.org, 

under Resources, MATCP Resources

https://www.matcp.org/matcp-resources


Treatment Court Housing Pilot for 

Opioid Use Disorder (OUD)/Substance Abuse Disorder (SUD) Participants

The idea for the Housing Pilot arose from the 2016 MATCP Public Partner 

Summit.  Governor Rick Snyder and his staff were supportive of moving this pilot 

forward.

In 2017, MSHDA created a new class of Permanent Supportive Housing to meet 

the needs of persons in recovery from OUDs/SUDs.  Recovery Housing is a 

marriage between the Treatment Courts and Permanent Supportive Housing.  

The target population for Recovery Housing are persons in Treatment Courts with 

a SUD, with a focus on persons with an OUD. The Treatment Courts refer 

potential residents to the Recovery Housing community. They continue to make 

use of their existing treatment service providers and funding, while maintaining 

oversight and control of the residents through Treatment Court methodology. A 

key factor of this program is that residents can stay in Recovery Housing for as 

long as they like.  Short term stays in jails, residential facilities or short-term 

housing do not provide the long-term safety and stability needed to achieve 

recovery from opioid issues.

MSHDA sought to develop three Recovery Housing projects as the initial pilot for 

the program.  Andy’s Place, a fifty-unit development in Jackson County, invited its 

first residents in 2021. Applications have been submitted for Southfield (Oakland 

County), and Midland County. Additional developments are being discussed for 

West Michigan (Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon Counties) and Southwest Michigan 

(Kalamazoo County). Efforts are currently underway to seek support from local 

community leaders, to begin looking for land and to secure support from local 

strategic partners. 

Andy’s Place
Jackson, MI

HOUSING PROJECT | MATCP

https://www.matcp.org/housingproject


2023-2024 MATCP Legislative Efforts
Current Bills:

• HB 4522 (sponsored by Rep. Kelly Breen) – to create the Family Treatment Court Act.  Reintroduction 

of last session’s HB 5340.

• HB 4524 (sponsored by Rep. Joey Andrews) – New Felonies Bill – would amend MCL 600.1074 (2), 

which provides mandatory termination when participants is convicted of felony after admission into 

treatment court.  New language would allow for judicial discretion to continue the participant in the 

program.  Reintroduction of last session’s HB 5484.

• HB 4523 (sponsored by Rep. Kara Hope) – Mental Health Court Violent Offenders – would amend 

MCL 600.1093(1) to allow violent offenders into MHC by discretion of Judge and Prosecutor after 

consultation with victim.  Reintroduction of last session’s HB 5483.

• HB 4525 (sponsored by Rep. Graham Filler) – All other Treatment Court Violent Offenders – would 

amend MCL 600.1066(d); same approach as above.  Reintroduction of last session’s HB 5482.

• SB 134 & 135 (sponsored by Sens. Ruth Johnson & Kevin Hertel) – Mental Health Court/Veterans 

Court Interlock Program – would amend MCL 1084 & 257.304.  Adds to the existing Ignition 

Interlock/Restricted License Program.  Reintroduction of last session’s SBs 810 & 872.



Hon. Harvey Hoffman (ret.) 
Legislative Director 

judgehoffman@gmail.com

824 North Capitol Avenue

Lansing, Michigan 48906

(517) 253-0896 (o)

(517) 913-6024 (f)

info@matcp.org

ww.matcp.org

Kate Hude 
Executive Director 

kate@matcp.org

https://www.matcp.org/

